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• General visa information for travel to Austria
• Health information

European emergency number

112

Police

133

Ambulance service

144

General practitioners’ out-of-hours service

141

Tourist information (Vienna Tourist Board)

01 24 555
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Languages: German, English
Helpful phrases
• Hello / Good day – Hallo / Guten tag
• Thank you – Dankeschön
• Excuse me – Entschuldigen Sie
• Cheers! – Prost!
• Bye - Tschüss

Currency: Euro (1 EUR ~ 1.10 USD ~ 1.50 SGD)
Credit cards (Visa and MasterCard) are accepted in most
stores and restaurants. Always choose to pay in EUR (the
local currency) when prompted by the payment terminal.
Carry a bit of cash for smaller stores and markets. If you
have a Transferwise Borderless Card, you can withdraw
with minimal conversion fees and minimal ATM fees from
Austria’s major banks (ex. Bank Austria / Unicredit,
Sparkasse, and Volksbank).
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You can go on this road trip year-round, but the weather is
excellent for exploring Austria from May to September, with
average temperatures of 20˚C.
Peak months are from July to August, so avoid these months
if you don’t like crowds.
September and October are great for mild, fall weather,
fewer crowds, and better prices.
Winter is also a great time to visit Austria, especially if you
plan to visit the alps or love Christmas markets and magical
European winters.
From 1 November to 15 April, you’ll need to have winter tires.
This should be included in your rental car – but verify with the
rental car company.
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Here are year-round events in Vienna and Salzburg.

Salzburg Christmas
Markets
Salzburg New
Year’s Concert

Salzburg Festival
Vienna Genuss
Festival
Vienna Wine Fest

Salzburg
Sommerszene
Vienna
Donauinselfest

Vienna Coffee
Festival
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Salzburg Electric
Love Festival

Salzburg Love im
Park

Salzburg Christmas
Markets

Vienna Popfest

Vienna Calle Libre
Street Art Festival

Salzburg
Winterfest

Vienna dotdotdot
Film Festival

Vienna
Silvesterpfad

Day 1: Start the day early in Vienna, Austria’s beautiful
capital. Spend the morning at the Schönbrunn Palace,
have lunch at the Naschmarkt, then spend the rest of the
day walking around the Old Town. If you love art, take
some time to visit the Albertina or the Belvedere.
Day 2: Get your rental car and begin your drive to the
Salzkammergut region. Stop by the Burg Liechtenstein, a
medieval castle at the edge of the Vienna Woods.
Continue to the Melk Abbey, a Benedictine abbey complex
perched on a hill above the Danube. Then walk around
Steyr’s beautiful medieval town square, before continuing
to Hallstatt, where you’ll stay for the night.
Explore Vienna, Austria’s
breathtaking capital
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Day 3: Explore the storybook towns of Hallstatt and
Dachstein. Start early to avoid the day trip crowds and take
your Hallstatt photos in the early morning light. Visit the
salt mine and the Sky Walk, then relax in Dachstein or
Obertraun.
Day 4: Drive from Hallstatt to Salzburg with several spots
along the Lake District. St. Wolfgang, St. Gilgen, and
Mondsee are all historic towns with gorgeous lake views.
Day 5: Explore Salzburg’s historical center. Start at the
Mirabell Palace and Gardens, go up the Kapuzinerberg,
follow the Mozart trail, then end the day in Mönchsberg.

The drive through Salzkammergut
will bring you to absolutely amazing
towns like Hallstatt..
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Spend more days in Vienna and Salzburg to fully
explore the two amazing cities. Here are 3-day itineraries
for Vienna and Salzburg.
Spend more days in Hallstatt if you love nature and the
outdoors. While Hallstatt itself can be explored in a day,
it’s an excellent base for hiking and biking trips around the
Salzkammergut region.
Consider staying in less touristy towns in the Lake
District. Obertraun, St. Gilgen, and Mondsee are quieter
towns to stay in if you want to avoid Hallstatt’s tourist
crowds.
Take side trips to the Czech Republic and to Germany.
From Vienna, you can drive to South Moravia, the Czech
Republic’s lush and scenic wine region. Spend a day or two
in Mikulov and Lednice, or stay for longer and explore the
region’s many biking trails.
From Salzburg, drive to the Eagle’s Nest and the
Berchtesgaden in Germany. You can also drive on to
Cesky Krumlov, a beautiful fairytale town in the Czech
Republic.
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EUR 30/night

EUR 180/night EUR 550/night

YoHo
International
Youth Hostel

Hotel Am Dom

Hotel Schloss
Mönstein

EUR 3.60

EUR 20

EUR 150

Street food at
Salzburger Grill
Imbiss

Die Weisse

The Glass
Garden tasting
menu

EUR 2.90

EUR 60/day

EUR 780/day

One ride on a
tram/bus

Rental car

Private tour for
a group of 8

FREE
ACTIVITIES

EUR 25

EUR 99

Salzburg Card

Full day
Bavarian alps
tour from
Salzburg

By plane
Vienna and Salzburg both have international airports,
which serve flights to and from Schengen and
international cities.

Check flights to Vienna
Check flights to Salzburg

By train or bus
If you’re coming from nearby cities and countries, you can
reach Vienna or Salzburg by train or bus. If you’re on a
multi-country trip, getting a Eurail Global Pass may turn
out to be more convenient and economical for you.
Otherwise, you can check OBB for train connections and
Flixbus or RegioJet for bus travel.
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By train – You can catch a train from Vienna using the City
Airport Train or the ÖBB Trains. You can buy tickets
online or at the airport. You’ll pay less with a Vienna City
Card, which gives you free public transportation within
Vienna city limits.
By bus – You can catch a bus from the airport to various
points in the city. VAL 1 goes from the airport to the main
train station (Hauptbahnhof/HBF) and the Westbanhof
station. VAL 2 goes to Morzinplatz/Schwedenplatz. VAL 3
goes to Donauzentrum. You can buy tickets online,
directly from the bus driver (cash payment), or from ticket
machines at the airport. You get discounts with the Vienna
City Card.
By taxi – You can book a taxi using the Free Now app or
Uber.
By private transfer – The private transfer service can
accommodate groups of up to 4 (car) and 7 (minibus).
Book a transfer from the
airport to your hotel
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By bus – You can catch a bus from Salzburg airport to
various points in the city. Bus No. 2 runs daily between
the

airport

and

the

Salzburg

main

station

(Hauptbahnhof/HBF), while Bus No. 10 runs from the
airport to the city center. You can get tickets at the airport
terminal, at the bus stop, or from the Salzburg Verkehr
app. You can ride all forms of public transportation for free
with the Salzburg Card.
By taxi – You can book a taxi using the Free Now app.
By private transfer – The private transfer service can
accommodate groups of up to 3 (sedan), 6 (minivan), and
8 (minibus).
Book a transfer from the
airport to your hotel
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Spend a couple of nights each in Vienna, Salzburg, and
Hallstatt. The hotels I list here all have parking spaces and are
perfect for exploring the main sights on foot or by public
transportation.
I also list hotels in Steyr, Obertraun, and Mondsee. These are
more relaxed and less-touristy cities that are worth staying for
a night or two if you have extra days to spare.

If you love art, architecture, and history, spend at least 23 days in Vienna. Stay near the historic center and use
public transportation when going around the city center.
• Hotel Am Parkring
• Hotel Sans Souci

Spend a couple of nights in the Salzkammergut region.
Hallstatt is one of the most beautiful towns in the area, but
it can be extremely touristy. If you prefer a more relaxed
stay, stay at the neighboring town of Obertraun instead.
• Seehotel Grüner Baum
• Heritage Hotel
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If you love Mozart, the “Sound of Music,” and beautiful
baroque architecture, stay in Salzburg for 2-3 days. Stay
either in the old town or the new town to easily explore
the compact and walkable historic center.
• Hotel Am Dom
• Hotel am Mirabellplatz
15

If you have extra days to do this road trip, spend a night
in Steyr. It’s a lovely, relaxing city with almost no crowds,
a well-preserved medieval old town, and a beautiful river.
• Landhotel Mader
• Stadthotel Styria

Obertraun is a 10-minute drive from Hallstatt and a great
place to stay if you want to experience Hallstatt’s beauty
without the overwhelming crowds and tourism.
• Haus Salzkammergut
• Dormio Resort Obertraun

Mondsee is an excellent place for a holiday in the summer.
You can do water sports and go hiking and biking.
• Hotel Krone
• Schlosshotel Mondsee
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• Age – To rent a car, you must be at least 18 years old.
If you’re under 25, rental car companies may add a
young driver surcharge, and you may not be able to
rent certain car models.
• License – If you plan to drive in Austria for a short time
as a tourist, it is recommended to get a valid
International Driving Permit (IDP) from your country’s
automobile association. Note that the IDP is only valid
when accompanied by a valid local license, so make
sure to bring both. Driving licenses issued within the
European Union are valid in Austria.
• Other documents – Have your passport and a credit
card under your name when picking up the rental car.
The rental car company might authorize a deposit on
your credit card to cover for any damages.
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• Reserve online - Make sure to reserve your car online
in advance.
Rental cars in Vienna
Rental cars in Salzburg
Other car hire locations in Austria
• Get a comprehensive car hire insurance – For total
peace of mind, get a comprehensive personal car hire
insurance that will cover for damages and theft.
Get a rental car insurance
• Add-ons – A GPS unit and child seats can be added to
your reservation if needed.

• One-way

rentals – Many rental car companies in

Austria allow domestic one-way rentals for an extra
free. This means you can pick up your car from one city
and drop it off in another.

• Rental car – A 5-seat sedan ranges from EUR 130-180
for 3 days.
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• Gas – Estimating 600 kilometers over 3 days, gasoline
could cost you up to EUR 60.
• Tolls – You’ll need a highway toll sticker or vignette to
use the motorways. Most rental car companies will
include this with the car, but if not, it costs EUR 9 for a
vignette with 10-day validity.

• Parking

– Within cities, you can look for blue zones

where parking is free for a certain period (indicated as
the number of minutes on a sign within the vicinity) or
paid parking spaces. “Park and Ride” garages are
cheap options when spending a day in the city – you
can park here for the whole day for EUR 4-5.

Emergency numbers
• 112 – General emergency number
• 133 – Police
• 144 – Ambulance
Austria drives on the right side of the road.
Usual speed limits
• Highways – 130 km/hr (80 miles/hr)
• Country roads – 100 km/hr (62 miles/hr)
• Towns and cities, urban areas – 50 km/hr (30 miles/hr)
19

Follow posted speed limit signs in motorways and villages.
Things to watch out for
• Don’t drink and/or use mobile devices while driving.
• Always wear a seatbelt.
• Don’t drive during winter without snow chains.
• Don’t park on a white line at a bus stop and in front of
yellow/red lines or within 3 meters of a fire hydrant.
• Don’t turn right on red.

Useful apps
• Google Maps
• Waze – add “Vignette AT” to your Toll and HOV Passes
(Settings – Navigation) to get the best routes
• Maps.me
Connectivity
• 4G WiFi

• A guide to driving in Austria for tourists
• RentalCars – Online rental car booking platform
• Comprehensive car hire insurance
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Local transportation
You can get around Vienna, Salzburg, and nearby
destinations using trains, buses, and trams. I highly
recommend getting the city cards for Vienna and
Salzburg, which lets you ride all forms of public
transportation for free and gives you free admissions and
discounts to most of the museums and sights in this
itinerary.
For train travel, you can check routes and buy tickets
online using the OBB app. For buses and trams within the
city, you can find routes and buy tickets (if you don’t have
the city cards) using the Wiener Linien website or app and
the Salzburg Verkehr app.
You can book a taxi using the Free Now app.
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Schönbrunn Palace and Gardens
One of Vienna’s highlights is the UNESCO-listed
Schönbrunn Palace. It’s the best place to get to know
Austria’s history and traditions, as well as see how the
Habsburg family lived.
Concert in Kursalon
Listen to Mozart and Strauss’s best works performed by
world-class artists in one of the world’s most renowned
concert halls.

Salt Mine Tour
Hallstatt is home to the world’s first salt mine, which
played an essential role in the wealth of the town and
surrounding cities. The salt mine tour is a fun way to learn
more about salt’s historical significance and other prehistoric discoveries.
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Concert at Mirabell Palace
This is one of the most famous chamber music concerts in
the world. Spend an evening enjoying Mozart’s most
beautiful works being performed by national and
international soloists and ensembles.
Sound of Music Tour
Experience the world of “The Sound of Music” and visit set
locations and beautiful places in and around Salzburg.
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Wi-Fi device

Use this Google Map to get around and plan your trip.
I also added Waze driving directions to all the stops in this
road trip itinerary. You’ll find them in the next section
(Where to go). Simply click on the links to navigate to each
location. You should have the Waze app and an internet
connection.

24

To get an offline version of this map –
1. Download maps.me to your phone
2. Open the Google map (click) on your desktop web
browser
3. Click on the icon on the right side of the map name
4. Select Download KML

5. Export as KML
6. Send the file to your mobile via email or messaging
app
7. Open the KML file using maps.me
8. Download the Austria map on maps.me when
prompted while you have an internet connection
9. You’ll then be able to use maps.me offline – you’ll
find this map saved in your Bookmarks
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If it’s your first time visiting Austria, spend at least 2-3 days
in Vienna.
Visit the Schönbrunn Palace and Gardens, walk around
Ringstrasse,

and

visit

the

many

art

museums

(Kunsthistoriches, Albertina, and Belvedere are the most
notable ones). If you love the outdoors, hike around the
Vienna woods or venture to Döbling. Here’s a detailed 3day itinerary.
TOP TIP: It’s best to go around the city center using public
transportation, as parking spaces are limited. Get a Vienna
Pass to get discounts to museums and attractions, as well
as unlimited rides on the hop-on-hop-off bus.

Note: Click these links to navigate there using the Waze app. You’ll
need to have the app on your phone and an internet connection. If your
car has a valid Austrian toll vignette, add “Vignette AT” to your Toll and
HOV Passes (Settings – Navigation) to get the best routes.
Parkhaus Erberg
Schönbrunn Palace
Belvedere Palace
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Kursalon Wien
Hotel Am Parkring
Hotel Sans Souci

Vienna airport
Vienna HBF

Let’s begin this road trip right
with a visit to Vienna, one of
Austria’s most majestic cities.
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[P] Burg Liechtenstein
[P] Melk Abbey

Burg Liechtenstein is a 12th-century stone castle standing
on the southern edge of the Vienna Woods. It’s one of
Europe’s rare Romanesque secular buildings still existing.
You can take a tour of the castle and get a nice of the
surrounding countryside.

Melk Abbey is an 11th-century Benedictine abbey perched
on a rocky outcrop above the Danube. It’s one of the
biggest European Baroque complexes and a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.
Take some time to explore the abbey’s extensive museum
and gardens and walk around the city of Melk.
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Steyr is the perfect place to stop for an early dinner and a
short stroll along the banks of the city’s two rivers.
If you have an extra day, Steyr is a great place to stop for
the night as you drive from Vienna to the Salzkammergut
region. You can spend a day exploring the medieval town
square, the 15th-century Bummerlhaus (considered one of
the most excellent examples of Gothic architecture in
Central Europe), and the Sternhaus. You can also spend
some time at the Castle Schloss Lamberg, a Baroque castle
with art exhibitions and a park.
[P] Near Steyr historical center
[P] Schloss Lamberg
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A drive from Vienna to Salzburg won’t
be complete without a stop at the
beautiful postcard-perfect Hallstatt!
Stay here for a couple of days and
soak up the gorgeous landscape.
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Plan to spend a couple of days in Hallstatt. While the city
itself is compact and can be explored in a day, there’s
much to see and do in the area, especially for naturelovers.
Walk along the lake from the north viewpoint to the south
viewpoint, with stops at the cemetery and the market
square along the way.
From the south viewpoint, make your way to the funicular
and ride up to the salt mine (get tickets in advance here).
Plan to spend around 3 hours exploring the salt mine and
the Sky Walk.
Drive to Obertraun for a quiet afternoon by the lake or to
Dachstein for amazing views from the Five Fingers
platform. Stop by Gasthaus Koppenrast for lunch or
dinner.
Here’s a complete travel guide to Hallstatt.

Hallstatt
Obertraun
Dachstein
Parking 1 | Parking 2 Parkplatz Strandbad
Krippenstein
Seehotel Grüner Baum Haus Salzkammergut cable car station
Heritage Hotel
Gasthaus Koppenrast
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Walk around the city’s streets past the colorful wooden
houses and make your way to the 14th-century church
filled with precious artworks. There’s also a market square
that especially comes alive during the Christmas season.
If the weather is beautiful and you have more time, you
can go up the mountain on board the Schafbergbahn.

Across Lake Wolfgangsee from St. Wolfgang is St. Gilgen,
another beautiful lakeside town.
It’s a beautiful place to stop for lunch, go for a swim during
warm months, or shop and stroll along the lake. You can
also hike up the Zwölferhorn or go by cable car.
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This one is particularly famous and part of tours that visit
the set locations of “The Sound of Music,” so if you’re
planning to join a tour once in Salzburg, you can skip this
on your drive.
If you love watersports, though, consider staying for a day
or two in Mondsee. You can go sailing, kitesurfing, and
swimming here during the summer months, as well as
hiking and biking around the area.

St. Wolfgang
Parking near town
Schafbergbahn Station
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St. Gilgen
Parking near lake

Mondsee
Parking near lake
Hotel Krone
Schlosshotel
Mondsee

Last stop but not the least in this
road trip itinerary: Salzburg.
Home of Mozart, the setting of
the “Sound of Music,” and a city
which owes its beauty to salt.
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Finally, we reach Salzburg, a beautiful baroque city near
the border with Germany.
Spend 2-3 days in Salzburg – walk around the old town,
hike up the viewpoints around the city, learn about
Mozart’s life and art, and go on a “Sound of Music” tour.
Save an afternoon to watch the sunset from the
Hohensalzburg fort and an evening to enjoy Mozart’s
compositions at the Mirabell Palace. Take time to
appreciate the city’s baroque architecture, the scenic
Alpine surroundings, and its beautiful gardens and
churches.
From Salzburg, you can continue your road trip to
Germany or to the Czech Republic.
Here’s a detailed 3-day itinerary plus a PDF guide to help
you plan your trip to Salzburg.
TOP TIP: Get a Salzburg Card! You’ll get access to most of
the museums and sights in this itinerary.

Parking South
Parking Messezentrum

35

Parking near
Mirabell Palace

Salzburg airport
Salzburg HBF

Vienna and Salzburg have exciting multicultural dining
scenes, but make sure to try out the local cuisine as well.
Schnitzel, of course, is a must, as well as hearty platters of
meat and sausage best enjoyed with beer. Also, venture
into the cafés and konditorei, and into the heurigers.
In Salzkammergut, make sure to eat freshly-caught fish by
the lake. If you happen to stumble upon what looks like a
small, family-run restaurant-inn, you’ll probably have one
of the best meals of your trip there!

Vienna
• Restaurants – Gasthaus Pöschl, Mayer am Nussberg
• Cafés – Café Mozart, Das Möbel
• Naschmarkt food tour
Steyr
Restaurant Minichmayr
Hallstatt and Obertraun
Seewirt Zauner, Gasthaus Koppenrast
Salzburg
• Restaurants - Gasthaus Zwettler, Gasthof Goldgasse
• Breweries - Stiegl, Augustiner Bräu, Die Weisse
• Cafés - Schatz-Konditorei and Kaffee-Alchemie
• Apple strudel and Salzburger nockerl class
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Add these fantastic Central European destinations to your
Austrian road trip.
TOP TIP: you can find rental car companies here which
would allow you to pick up your car in one country and
drop it off in another (example: pick it up in Prague, drop it
off in Vienna). Tick the “drop car off at a different location”
and enter your trip details.

Driving from Prague to Vienna
If you have a couple of weeks to explore Central Europe,
start in Prague and explore the Czech Republic’s gorgeous
castle towns and countryside before heading to Austria.
Here’s a handy PDF guide for that amazing road trip.
5 days in the Czech Republic
If you’re visiting the Czech Republic for the first-time,
here’s how to see the best destinations in the country. It,
of course, starts in the beautiful city of Prague, with side
trips to lesser-known but equally amazing gems.
South Moravia, Czech Republic
If you’re looking to relax in the countryside for a couple of
days, venture to South Moravia, the Czech Republic’s wine
region. Just an hour’s drive north of Vienna, this is where
37

you can hike and bike through miles of forests and
vineyards and enjoy food and wine in small castle towns
and village pubs.
Budapest, Hungary
If you’re looking for more exciting city scenes and
adventures, though, Budapest should be your next
destination. From magnificent architecture, quirky ruin
bars, and breathtaking night scenes, there’s a lot to
discover in this vibrant city.

You’ll never run out of beautiful cities and
destinations to explore in Central Europe. Here’s
Budapest, the perfect destination if you’re
looking for exciting city scenes and adventures.
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Thank you for downloading this guide! I wish you happy
travels to Austria. If you found it useful, please forward or
share it with your friends and travel buddies. Using the
links on this guide and on the blog also helps support the
Little Holidays (at no extra cost to you), so thank you so
much for that!
This guide was downloaded from the Little Holidays
travel blog, and the information is current as of
November 2019. Please check the website for updates.
If you have more questions about travel in the area, send
me a message, and I’ll get back to you ASAP!
Lastly, I’d love to know what you think! Please take 2
minutes to help me make better guides in the future.

NOT LIKELY AT ALL

1

EXTREMELY LIKELY

2

3

4

5

Thank you, and enjoy your little holidays! ♥
39

