Travel Guide:

Use this checklist to plan your trip to Alsace. Click on the links for helpful
information and travel sites.





General visa information for travel to France
Health information for travelers to France
Get a travel insurance






Flights to Strasbourg
Trains to Strasbourg
Buses to Strasbourg
Rental cars




Strasbourg
Colmar

Tourist map: Use this Google
map to plan your trip.

Here’s a rough road trip itinerary you can follow while planning and booking your
trip to Alsace. You can read our personal experiences and additional insights into
traveling in Alsace here.
Arrive in Strasbourg, pick up your rental car, and drive to Colmar (80 KM, 1 hour)
Stay in Colmar for 2-3 days

Drive from Colmar to Eguisheim (7 KM, 15 minutes)
 Stay for: Half-day
 Points of interest: Chateau Saint-Leon, Rue de
Rempart Sud
 Eat: La Galinette
 Shop: (Wine) Leon Beyer, Wolfberger
 Hike: Les Trois Chateaux (one way: 3.5 KM, 90
minutes)
Drive from Eguisheim to Lac du Ballon (40 KM, 45 minutes)

 Stay for: 1-2 hours
 Hike to: Grand Ballon (one way: 3 KM, 90 minutes) OR
drive (20 KM, 45 minutes)
 Stay for: 1-2 hours
 Eat: Ferme auberge du Haag
Drive back to Colmar (50 KM, 1 hr)

Drive from Colmar to Kaysersberg (12 KM, 40 minutes)
 Stay for: 2-3 hours
 Points of interest: Chateau de Kaysersberg, town
center
Drive or hike to Riquewihr (6 KM)





Stay for: 2-3 hours
Points of interest: Dolder, old town
Eat: Au Vieux Riquewihr
Shop: Maison Zimmer

Drive back to Colmar (12 KM, 40 minutes)

 Stay for: Half-day
 Points of interest: Petite Venise, St. Martin’s Church,
Maison Adolph, Maison Pfister, Unterlinden Museum
 Eat: Wistub Brenner, L’epicurien, La Maison des Têtes
 Shop: (Chocolates) Jacques Bockel chocolaterie,
(Sausages and cheese) Chez Thierry
Check out of your hotel in Colmar and drive to Haut-Koenigsbourg (30 KM, 40
minutes)

 Stay for: 2-3 hours
 Hike to: Montagne des Singes, Volerie des Aigles
Continue drive to Strasbourg (60 KM, 90 minutes)
Check in to hotel in Strasbourg – stay for 2-3 days

Drive from Strasbourg to La Petite Pierre (60 KM, 90 minutes)
 Stay for: Half-day to whole day
 Points of interest: Start from Chateau de la Petite
Pierre and follow various hiking trails to the northern
Vosges natural park
Drive back to Strasbourg (60 KM, 90 minutes)

 Stay for: 1-2 days
 Points of interest: Petite France, Krutenau district,
Place Kleber, Cathedral of our Lady of Strasbourg,
Jardin des Deux Rives, Parc de l’Orangerie
 Eat: Maison des Tanneurs, La Corde a Linge, Academie
De La Biere
 Shop: (Wine) Terres a vin, (Chocolates) Jacques Bockel
chocolaterie

The gateway to Alsace is the region’s capital, Strasbourg. You can get to Strasbourg
via several means:
By air – Strasbourg has its own international airport in Entzheim, just 16 KM from
the Strasbourg city center – check for flights to Strasbourg here. From the airport,
you can ride a shuttle train into the city. Other nearby international airports are in
Stuttgart and Paris.
By land – You can go to Strasbourg by train (check for schedules and fares) or by
bus (check for schedules and fares).

The best two bases to explore Alsace from are Colmar and Strasbourg. If you’ll be
exploring the region for 5 days or more, it’s best to break up your stay into these
two bases.
From Colmar, you will be able to drive quickly to the region’s prettiest towns,
gorgeous hiking sights, and points of interest along the historic wine route. We
chose Colmar as our base (over Eguisheim, Riquewihr, and Kaysersberg) as it’s the
most convenient town with the most number of restaurants, shops, and
accommodation options. Even if you don’t like touristy places, Colmar is a good
choice as the town is a lot bigger than the neighboring towns, so the tourist spots
are more spread out.

 Travelers’ Pick: Le Colombier – One of the prettiest spots in Colmar is the
Little Venice district, and Le Colombier is right in the middle of it. Along with
the picturesque surroundings, the hotel treats you to spacious and elegant
rooms and suites, as well as an in-house bar. Double rooms start at EUR 135.
 Le Rapp – There’s a lot to love about Le Rapp – a central but quiet location,
private parking space, gorgeous rooms, and an in-house restaurant serving
the best traditional Alsatian cuisine. This is particularly great for couples and
families. Double rooms start at EUR 100.
 James Boutique Hotel – Another gorgeous hotel to check out is James
Boutique Hotel. It’s also centrally located with modern rooms, private
parking space and an in-house bar. Double rooms start at EUR 130.
 La Maison Des Tetes – If you’re looking for something really luxurious, you
can’t go wrong with La Maison Des Tetes. Set in a classic 17th century
building in the center of town, you’ll be treated to the very best of Colmar –
from the views to the traditional Alsatian cuisine to elegant rooms and
common areas. Double rooms start at EUR 220.

 Travelers’ Pick: Colmar Hotel – This 3-star hotel is great especially if you’re
touring Alsace by train – it’s a 3-minute walk from the Colmar train station
and they’re generally helpful when it comes to storing your luggage and
letting you wait in the premises for your train ride out. They have excellent
rooms and amenities and at EUR 90 for doubles, it’s a great value hotel
indeed.
 Comfort Hotel Expo Colmar – This is another great 3-star hotel, but better
suited for those who’ll be exploring Alsace with a car. It’s 4 KM from the city
center and they offer free parking space. Twin rooms start at EUR 60.

 Travelers’ Pick: Villa Elyane – If you want to have a great holiday with your
family, this lovely villa in the center of Colmar is the perfect place for you.
Villa Elyane is a historical French home remodeled with modern amenities,
and with beautiful rooms, plenty of relaxing common areas, and childfriendly amenities. Double rooms start at EUR 140 while family rooms start
at EUR 240.
 L’ambassadeur – If cramped hotel rooms make you go crazy, staying in these
huge apartments would save your sanity while you holiday with your family.
L’ambassadeur has big, beautiful apartments in the Colmar center, with up
to 3-bedroom apartments for really big parties. Apartments start at EUR 70.
 Suites Residences Spa – If you want a mix of home amenities and hotel-like
pampering, the Suites is a great place for you. You’ll have a fully-equipped
kitchen, and enjoy the luxury of a spa center and a private pool. Apartments
start at EUR 100.

 Hotel Roi Soleil Colmar – If you’re planning on getting a rental car, this is a
pretty solid hotel choice. It has comfortable and clean rooms, basic
amenities, helpful staff, and free parking space. The reason I only
recommend this for those who will have their own car is that it’s a good 3
KM from Colmar’s city center. But other than that, it’s a great choice with
double rooms starting at just EUR 40. (If you have a bit of extra money to
shell out and want a slightly more luxurious experience, check out the
higher-end Hotel Roi Soleil Prestige.)
 Romantic Studio Center – If you need someplace more central, check out
the apartments on offer here. They have spacious studios that have basic
amenities, free parking, and even a patio. Apartments that can
accommodate up to 4 persons start at EUR 65.

For exploring the northern parts of Alsace, Strasbourg is a great base. The city itself
is filled with interesting sights, restaurants, and shops and worth a day or two of
exploring. To the north, you’ll easily reach hiking spots around La Petite-Pierre and
more typical Alsatian towns like Saverne and Bouxwiller.

If you’re only staying for a night or two, stay near the Gare Centrale. This is
Strasbourg’s main train station and near the city’s top sights. This is also where
you’ll find most of the major rental car companies in Strasbourg.
 Travelers’ Pick: Hotel Graffalgar – Bright and funky, this hotel offers visitors a
glimpse into the local art scene. Each of its rooms and common areas are
decorated by local artists, designed to give you a bright and comfortable
stay. Twin rooms start at EUR 80.
 Mercure Strasbourg Centre – This is a bright and modern hotel perfect for
jetsetters. It’s near the train station (so you can go in and out of the city in
no time), but also within walking distance of Strasbourg’s charming historical
center. Twin rooms start at EUR 80.
If you want to soak up the best of the city, stay near Place Kleber or Petite
France. These two areas are Strasbourg’s main tourist districts where you’ll find
the best sights, restaurants, and shopping places. It’s the most convenient place in
the city as you’ll be in the center of everything. If you plan to visit the Christmas
market in December, this is the perfect spot.
 Travelers’ Pick: Le Moon – If you’re in France to enjoy life’s fine things,
complete the experience by staying at Le Moon. It’s an absolutely fabulous
place to stay, with beautiful furnishings, great amenities, and a fantastic
location. Studios for two start at EUR 100 while apartments for four start at
EUR 170.

 BOMA Hotel – This is the perfect base for your shopping sprees. It’s right
along the commercial center and you’ll love it for its comfortable rooms and
bold design. Double rooms start at EUR 90.
 Hotel and Spa Le Bouclier d’Or – Set in the beautiful La Petite France, this
hotel has everything for the most relaxing stay in Strasbourg. Beautiful views,
gorgeous rooms, a wine bar, a wellness center, and a buffet breakfast – you
will be totally spoiled here. Double rooms start at EUR 155.
 Cour du Corbeau – Stay here for the best experience in Strasbourg. This
luxurious 4-star hotel gives you the best amenities and a wonderful
breakfast. It’s also right in the middle of everything. Twin rooms start at EUR
150.
 Hotel Les Haras – This hotel wonderfully complements La Petite France’s
charm with its historical building, excellent food, and multilingual staff.
Double rooms start at EUR 130.
If you want to stay in a quieter part of the city (away from the tourist crowds), stay
in the European quarter. While not as hectic as Paris, Strasbourg still gets its share
of tourists, especially around December. If you prefer to stay somewhere more
peaceful (and for less money!), the European quarter is the best area. It’s also
great if you plan to use Strasbourg as your base to explore the surrounding
countryside – traffic isn’t as hectic and you’ll find lots of parking spaces.
 Travelers’ Pick: La Residence de l’Orangerie – This lovely guesthouse right
beside the Parc de l’Orangerie will make you feel right at home in Strasbourg.
It’s the perfect place for couples looking to relax and recharged, and it’s
equipped with a kitchenette and has a free parking space on site. Studios
start at EUR 70.
 La Residence des Deux Studios – This is another guesthouse in a quiet area
where you’ll have everything you need for a great stay. Studios start at EUR
80.

The most convenient place to get a car is in Strasbourg. There are two main pickup points in the city: at the airport and near the Gare Centrale (Strasbourg’s main
train station). You can choose and reserve a car from the major car rental
companies in Strasbourg here.
We got our car from Avis via the RentalCars booking website. I like booking with
them because generally, the rental fees are cheaper (since they’re able to
negotiate a better price with major rental car companies). It’s also good to book a
car online in advance to avoid having to wait for a long time, or worse, running out
of cars. Avis’ downtown pick-up office is near the Gare Centrale – once you exit the
station, turn right and walk all the way to the end of the station. The Avis office,
along with Sixt and Budget, are across the flags, beside Burger King.
If you have a driving license from the European Union, you can use this to drive in
France. You’ll have to present your license, identification card, and credit card
when you pick up your car.
If your license is from outside the European Union, you will need an international
driving permit (IDP) and your local driver’s license. You have to get your IDP from
the same country that issued your driver’s license (look up your country’s
automobile association + international driving permit to find out how to obtain
one), so do this before leaving for your holiday. When picking up the rental car,
make sure to have your IDP, local license, passport, and credit card.
Note that Europe mainly drives manual transmission cars, so if you require an
automatic transmission car, make sure to reserve one well in advance (about three
months) as these cars are limited.

Rental car – We had our car for 4 days (we returned it when we got back to
Strasbourg) and this costed EUR 240, including a comprehensive insurance. You
can check for prices here.
Gas – We drove a total of 470 KM and paid EUR 46 for unleaded gasoline. (About
EUR 1 for every 10 KM.)
Parking and tolls – Free! Amazingly, we managed to do this entire road trip without
having to pay for parking and tolls. Throughout the article, I mention where to park
for free, and you’ll also find them marked on the Google map. Just take note that
they are usually outside the city center, although not more than 1 kilometer away.
Besides, these destinations are all pretty and exciting, so the walk from the parking
lot is an adventure in itself!
You’ll also be happy to know that parking spaces marked as payant (pay) in Colmar
and Strasbourg are generally free from 7 PM to 9 AM (but do check when parking
in a normally pay parking space before walking away!). They have other free
parking schemes (like free for weekends and holidays), so ask your hotel
receptionist about it.
As for tolls, we just set our Waze navigation app to avoid toll roads. Most of the
motorways (autoroutes) in Alsace are free. The pay autoroutes are marked “Péage”
so try to avoid those.

Most rental cars would come with a GPS navigation system for free. But for us, we
preferred to use Waze. Note, however, that Waze requires an internet connection.
If you want a back-up offline map, check out maps.me.

Good news! You can get around Alsace without going through tolls as majority of
the motorways are free of charge. We set up our Waze app to avoid going through
tolls. When you’re on the road, you’ll be able to distinguish the tolled roads as
they’re labeled “Péage.”

If you don’t mind going through tolls, though, the normal procedure is to pick up a
ticket from a booth as you enter the tolled motorway then pay by cash or credit
card when you exit. Note that usually, the left lane is for vehicles with a drivethrough remote payment transponder (télépéage; you’ll see a pictogram that looks
like the letter ‘t’ in cursive), the middle lane is for télépéage and credit card (a
pictogram of cards), while the right lane is for cash and card (depicted by an arrow
pointing downwards).

It may be tempting to try out the region’s amazing wines at every pit stop, but
make sure to have a designated driver who won’t be drinking for the day. Revel on
the cheese and pastries instead, and bring home a bottle of wine to enjoy in your
hotel at the end of the day.
Also note that there are lots of speed traps along Alsace’s roads, so keep within the
speed limits at all times.

Learn more about Alsace with these editorials and guides:
 Alsatian wines strike a balance of dry and sweet by Eric Asimov
A great overview of the qualities of Alsatian wine, and why more people should
know about it.
 Alsace wine tour: In search of the world’s greatest white wines by Nick Trend
A wine-centric tour of the region, this article offers suggestions on where to best
pick up your wine and have a deeper understanding of the region’s produce.
 Best things to do in Strasbourg
The region’s capital is definitely not to be missed. Strasbourg blends the French
finesse with German joviality in this deliciously multicultural city.

Thank you for downloading this guide! I hope you find the information here useful
and I wish you happy travels to Alsace, France. Feel free to forward to friends!
You (or your friend) originally downloaded this guide from the Little Holidays travel
website. The information is current as of November 2017 – check the website for
updates or visit the relevant links listed in the guide for current information.
If you have more questions about travel in the area, send me an email
(hello@littleholidays.net) and I’ll be happy to help you!

Can you spare 5 minutes to answer a quick survey about this travel guide?
This will help me make better and more helpful guides in the future.

And just for downloading this guide (thank you for your support!), you get a
US$10 gift certificate for your first purchase at the Little Holidays shop!

Finally, if you enjoyed this guide and would love to get special offers and
updates on what’s new at the Little Holidays travel website:

