Use this checklist to plan your trip to Hallstatt, Austria. Click on the links for helpful
information and travel sites.

Pre-trip essential information
 General visa information for travel to Austria
 Health information for travelers to Austria
 Get a travel insurance
Getting there and around
 Flights to Vienna
 Train routes across Austria
 Rental car locations in Vienna
 Rental car locations in Salzburg
Real-time deals on accommodations
 Hotel and vacation rental deals in Hallstatt

I highly recommend driving to Hallstatt – you can find a road trip itinerary that
goes from Vienna to Salzburg (or vice versa) and passes through Hallstatt here. It’s
about a 3-hour drive from Vienna and a 1-hour drive from Salzburg.

From Vienna, you can catch a train that goes to Hallstatt via Attnang-Puchheim.
Get your train tickets from the main train station (Wien-Hauptbanhof) or the west
train station (Wien-Westbahnhof). The fastest train would take about 3.5 hours.

Once at Hallstatt station (which is actually in Obertraun, across the lake from
Hallstatt), you have to ride a ferry (Stefanie) into Hallstatt’s old town. You can get
your tickets from the ferry station that’s just beside the train station.

There are two ways to get to Hallstatt from Salzburg: by bus and by train.
By bus: Go to the bus terminal outside Salzburg’s main train station (SalzburgHauptbanhof) and look for Bus #150 to Bad Ischl. Once in Bad Ischl, ride a train to
Hallstatt, then the ferry to the old town.
By train: From the Salzburg-Hauptbanhof, ride a train to Attnang-Puchheim, then
switch to a train to Hallstatt. Once in Hallstatt station, ride the ferry to the old
town.

Hallstatt is a wildly popular tourist destination so if you plan to stay at least a night,
make sure to reserve your hotels in advance. If you’re booking closer to your stay
and find that most Hallstatt hotels are already fully-booked, you can also look at
accommodations in Obertraun, which is directly opposite Hallstatt across the lake.

★Travelers’ Pick: For the best experience in Hallstatt, stay at a hotel right by the
lake. The best hotel among the lakeside options is Seehotel Grüner Baum. It offers
panoramic views of Lake Hallstatt, a historic ambience, as well as spacious rooms
and wonderful staff. If you’re driving, don’t worry that it’s right in the middle of
car-free Hallstatt – you can park at the P1 parking area outside town and ride the
free shuttle to the hotel. Double rooms start at EUR 175.

Other highly-rated hotels in Hallstatt include: Heritage Hotel Hallstatt (double
rooms start at EUR 170), Gasthof Pension Hirlatz (double rooms start at EUR 120),
and Gasthof Bergfried (double rooms start at EUR 90).
For small groups (3-4 adults), check out W & S Executive Apartments (suites for 4
start at EUR 380). Note that both this and the Gasthof Pension Hirlatz are a few
minutes’ scenic walk outside the old town.
You can also look for real-time hotel deals in Hallstatt here.

★Travelers’ Pick: Seehotel am Hallstätter See is the best lakeside hotel on the
Obertraun side of Lake Hallstatt. You’ll be treated to the same gorgeous mountain
and lake views at an excellent price. Double rooms start at only EUR 75.
W & S Executive Apartments also has suites in Obertraun, so for big groups who
are really into skiing or hiking, check this out. Apartments start at EUR 100.

Eating in Hallstatt is so much more special as the meals come with a view. Eat
outside when the weather is good.
Don’t forget to eat fish, as this is the town’s specialty. For the best fish dishes, eat
at Seewirt Zauner – try their grilled whitefish, which is freshly caught from the Lake
Hallstatt.
For yummy Austrian desserts like apple strudels and other pastries, visit Cafe
Bäckerei Konditorei Maislinger. For ice cream fixes, visit Gelateria Giovanni.

Tourist map: Use this Google
map to plan your trip.
Put on your comfy shoes and a photo-op-worthy outfit – we’re going to explore
Hallstatt! Even if you’re not a morning person, you’ll want to get up early for this
town.
Start at either end of the town. If your hotel is near the market square, the north
end is nearer. If you’re staying outside town along Malerweg, you can start at the
south end. Personally, I like starting at the north end because I love taking photos
of the town in the early morning. By 9 AM, the town usually gets overrun by
tourists, and you’re better off just exploring the other attractions.
This walking guide of Hallstatt starts at the north end – check out the Google map
help you find your way! (Although it’s incredibly difficult to get lost in this town,
and not a bad experience at all!)

Walk all the way to the north, past
the ferry station. When the road
bends, look back and you’ll see
this absolutely breathtaking view
of Hallstatt.

The cemetery in Hallstatt is a pretty sight! It’s
actually uplifting (in a weird way) to walk
through the cemetery grounds as each grave
has its own small flower garden and a view of
the lake – a fitting tribute to loved ones.

Just walking along the boardwalk,
looking up at the pastel houses with
their charming flowerboxes, and
peeking into the souvenir shops is a
great way to spend the day. Make your
way to the market square and weave in
and out of the streets. Remember that
Hallstatt is really small (just under 1 KM
from end to end) so there’s no need to
rush through. Take your time and enjoy!

As if the calm blue lake and mountain ranges reflecting on it are not enough, Lake
Hallstatt has to be inhabited by these gorgeous, photogenic creatures. I think
they’re all vying for Instagram-fame, as they’ll pretty much pose demurely for you.

When in Hallstatt, don’t skip the fish! Most restaurants (and locals you will meet
along the lake) will offer to cook you fish, so definitely don’t pass it up.

Almost every flower-decked house along
the lake is photogenic. Just remember that
these are residences and private properties
so don’t go climbing up someone’s
balcony! Always be respectful and keep
your voices down, especially if you’re
traveling with a lively group.
You can visit the Tourist Information Center further down the road to learn about
upcoming events or get brochures of the different establishments around town.

Just a few steps past the Tourist Information Center, another bend on the road
leads to another gorgeous view of the town. You’ll once again see the beautiful
pastel houses you just passed by and if you’re lucky, a swan or two will join your
shot.

From the south view point, walk down a road to the left to get to the funicular. You
can take a ride up and down the funicular to get to the top of the 1,030-meter tall
Salzberg (Salt Mountain). Even if you don’t plan to visit the salt mine, the views
from the funicular are well worth the trip.

Once up on Salzberg, check out the “World heritage” views from the Skywalk. It
extends over a sheer drop with the Hallstatt old town directly below. If you fancy a
cup of tea with a view, stop by the Rudolfsturm restaurant.

Now we come to Hallstatt’s star attraction, which I saved for the last. This 7,000year-old salt mine tells the story of Hallstatt, with fascinating audio-visual
presentations that will take you through the pre-historic era to the present. You’ll
also get to wear overalls and slide down wooden slides like a legit miner, so it’s a
pretty interesting experience. Find out more about the salt mine and nearby
attractions here.
End the day at one of the lakeside restaurants. If you have one more day in
Hallstatt, explore the surrounding areas.

Hallstatt shares its designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site with Dachstein.
Together, the Hallstatt-Dachstein landscape is deemed “exceptional as a complex
of great scientific interest and immense natural power that has played a vital role
in human history reflected in the impact of farmer-miners over millennia, in the
way mining has transformed the interior of the mountain and through the artists
and writers that conveyed its harmony and beauty.” Obviously, the UNESCO
reviewers fell in love with these alpine towns as well.
You’ll find more breathtaking views in Dachstein, including the glass-bottom 5
Fingers viewing deck and the Dachstein Ice Cave. It’s also ideal for skiing in the
winter and hiking in summer as the mountains are famous for their large glaciers.
You’ll also find a network of caverns and frozen waterfalls – a natural theme park
of all amazing landscapes. Read more about Dachstein here.

If you’re passing by Hallstatt on the way from Vienna to Salzburg, check out these
other great stopovers to add to your road trip.

 Cesky Krumlov Travel Guide
If you love fairytale towns, here’s another one to add to your Central Europe
itinerary.
 Driving from Vienna to Salzburg
I’ve mentioned this at several points throughout the blog post, but here it is again:
my road trip itinerary from Vienna to Salzburg. This was seriously one of the most
fun parts of my Central Europe trip!

Thank you for downloading this guide! I hope you find the information here useful
and I wish you happy travels to Hallstatt, Austria. Feel free to forward to friends!
You (or your friend) originally downloaded this guide from the Little Holidays travel
website. The information is current as of June 2017 – check the website for
updates or visit the relevant links listed in the guide for current information.
If you have more questions about travel in the area, send me an email
(hello@littleholidays.net) and I’ll be happy to help you!

Can you spare 5 minutes to answer a quick survey about this travel guide?
This will help me make better and more helpful guides in the future.

And just for downloading this guide (thank you for your support!), you get a
US$10 gift certificate for your first purchase at the Little Holidays shop!

Finally, if you enjoyed this guide and would love to get special offers and
updates on what’s new at the Little Holidays travel website:

